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A SERMON. 
EPHESIANS V cnay. 20th verse. 


Giving thanks always for all things, unto Gon and the 
Father, in the name of our Lox D J:sus CHRISTr. 


Ir is a circumſtance truly grateful to every 
benevolent mind, that our Rulers have not loſt ſight 
of our obligations to the great Gop. 


Tuts day, witneſſes their acknowledgement of a 
Divine Providence, and the obligations men are un- 


der to be thankful for mercies received. 


W1TH the warmeſt zeal, and the moſt unfeigned, 
fincerity, let us, my brethren, comply with the re- 
commendation of our Chief Magiſtrate, in devoting 
this day to the great duties of puBLIc THANKS. 
GIVING ann, PRAYER. 


Tux text, which we have read within your hearing 
will direct us, in this great and important buſineſs. 


In diſcourſing on which, we ſhall 


Finsr—Show what is implied in giving thanks to. 


SECON1Y. 
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5 A SERMON. 
— ; 
S:zconp—Point out a few things, for which we 
arc eſpecially on this day, to give thanks. 

Tul D Take notice of the mode mentioned in the 
text, in which we are to reuder our thanks ta Al- 
MIGHTY GOD. | 

Foua rn Cloſe the ſubject, with ſome reſlections, 
by way of improvement. 

iſt. It is implied in giving thanks to the great Goo. 
that we hcartily acknowledge the favours which he 
has been pleafed ta beſtow upon us. 


2d. That we acknowledge our entire unworthineſs 
of the leaſt mercy we have received at his band. 


za. That we acknowledge our abſolute dependence 
on God, for every good thing we do, or can enjoy. 


4th. That we unfeignedly. praiſe the great Gor, 
who hath beſtowed ſo many favours, on us, miſerable 
finncrs. 


5th, That we firmly reſolve to improve all the good 
things which Gop hath beſtowed on us, for his hon- 
our and glory, and the good of his creatnres. | 


- Tnosz, and thoſe only, who have thefe views and 
feelings of heart, are truly thankful. They are mo- 
deſt—humble, and gratefuk—and what is remarkable, 
they are joyful in the ie midſt of all the perplexing cares: 
of this deluſive, this tranſitory world. They live not 
to themſelves, but to him, from whom all their good 
things do conſtantly flow. They have placed 
their affections not on things on. the earth but on 
things above. They live not by shi, but by faith 
on the Sox of Gov, 


SECOND— We are to point out a 25 things, 2 
which we ought to be thankful on this day of public 


praiſe and gratitude. 


- Wz ſhall firſt take notice of ſeveral things, enu- 


meratcd in the Proclamation ;. and then. ſome och 
things 


ABERMO R. C 

— 
things, which for ſome reaſon or other were omitted 
in that Inſtramient—which, on ſuch an occaſion as 
this, ought to be impreſſed on the minds of the people. 


1ſt. In the preamble of the Proclamation, © our 
exemption from foreign war,” is mentioned as the 
firſt ſubject, that demands our attention, on this ſo- 
lemn occaſion. | a 


.. WovLd. to God, that it was ſtrictly true, that we 
are exempted from foreign war. 


A PxovLE can hardly be faid to be exempted from 
foreign war, whoſe trade has been conſtantly barraſ- 
ſed by innumerable bandittics of fea-robbers, as ours 
has been, by the Britiſh and Algerine pirates, for more 
than twelve-months paſt. How many of rhe good 
citizens of America How many opulent merchants, 
and feamen, have fallen a pray to theſe ungodly free- 
booters ? How many individuals, yea families, have 
been by theſe means, brought into the moſt deplora- 
ble circumſtances.? Some in a ſtate of poverty and 
ſome in a ſtate of abſolute and everlaſting ſlavery,— 
Who, that has the ſoul of a man, can clear himſelf 
from feeling for theſe fons of adverſity. 


HowzveR, it might have been much worſe than it 
is: For though we have ſuffered mueh more, by 
Britiſn perfidy, and Algerine malice the year paſt, 
than we ever ſuffered in a fingle year in our open 
warfare againſt Britain; yet we might have been in 
circumſtances much more deplorable than we at pre- 
ſent ate; and therefore we ought to be thankfut 
that our caſe is no more deplorable than it is, 


Tus Indian War—the BzrtisH and Algerine ſpoil- 
ations, are evils, which America have never hereto- 
fore felt,” and ought not to be hidden from the com- 
mon eye—they ought to be generally known, for 


they 
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they muſt and will be felt by every one who has thi 
capacity of feeling. Notwithſtanding theſe things, 

my hearers, we ought moſt devoutly, to praiſe the 
Great Diſpoſer of all events, for that degree of peace 
and tranquility we have * the year piſt. 


2d. The next thing propoſed i in the Proclamationz 
as an object of our gratitude, is the © increaſing proſi 
pect of the continuance of that exemption from 2 
foreign war” of which we have juſt been no- 
tice. 


WrtzTHrR the author of the Proclamation had 
his eye on the reſent ſucceſſes of the French-Repub- 
lic; or on fome flattering declarations made to Mr. 
Jay, is uncertain.— One thing however, may be de- 
pended on as fact, and that is; that under Gopz our 
peace and tranquility. wholly depends on the ſncceſs 
of the French Republic. Had not this been great, 
we ſhould before now have felt in America, in a man- 
ner we have heretofore not done, the e of 


Britiſh tyranny. 


| zd. „The great degree of internal tranquility we 
have enjoyed,“ is a third thing we are called on to 
be thankful for, on chis occaſion. 


Tatre is no favour we enjoy, but 8 2 tri= 
hte of praiſe to the Great Author of all good. 

hereforc, the beſt degree of political good, peace 
and tranquility, ſhould not paſs unnoticed by a grate- 
ful people, And it muſt be confeſſed, that we, as 2 
nation, have enjoyed ſuch a degree of internal peace, 
as truly demands our gratitude. A al 4.98 


Ath. We are called on to be thankful ſor the 

< recent confirmation of that tranquility, , (which we 

have heretofore enjoyed) by the ſuppreſſion of an in- 

ſurrection, which ſo wantonly threatened I TIF 
f HAT 
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A SERMON. 9. 
. TxaT the Weſtern Inſurrection has been-ſubdued; 
is matter of unfeigned gratitude ; natwithſtanding 
we have to mourn the ſhocking expence of this abo- 
minable bufineſs. . Whether this inſurrection owed ita 
riſe to. exiſting impolitic Laws, ox to. an unreaſonable 
and rebellious ſpirit, in thoſe Weſtern parts of Penn- 
 fylvania, has not been ſo fully aſcertained, as one could 
wiſh ; however, peace and order are deſirable, and 
we ought to be thankful for them. 
th. The next thing we are called on to be thank- 
ful for, is © the happy courſe of our public affairs in 
general,” 
I is beyond all doubt, that in ſpite of all the machi« 
nations, of all our internal and external enemies, we 
have enjoyed ſo great a degree of. peace, ſucceſs and 
tranquility, as demands a tribute of praiſe and thankt- 
giving to Gob, the Great Diſpoſer of all events. 


th. In the next place, the Prodamation mentions 
the <* uncxampled proſperity of all claſſes of our ci- 
tizens, as circumſtances which peculiarly mark our ſi- 
tuation, with indications of divine beneficence towards 

—_ 
Ir muſt be confeſſed, that the Americans, in gen- 
ral, have of late, proſpered in their worldly affairs, 
ond what is common for nations to do; and that 
this proſperity demands a tribute of gratitude to the 
Great Diſpoſer of all events. Notwithſtanding this, 
no man of ſenſibility and benevolehee can paſs unno4 
tibed; the waiiton depredation of the property of ho- 
neſt and uſeful merchants, by the lawleis hand of 
Britiſh tyranny ; and the ſtarving ſituation bf thoſe, 
whoſe fixed ſtipends have dwindled ĩuto forry pittan- 
ces „ of the Funding Sytem the Bank Notes 
and that ſurpluſſage of cath, which the wat in Europe 
and America have cauſed. | 

B AMONG 
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Aux many of our fellow-citizens, there is à great 
appearance of wealth and worldly profperity=and 
indeed, our circumſtances are much better than we 
could reaſonably expect, if we were impartially to view 
the moral characters of men in this happy land. 


Iv the body of the Proclamation, our beloved Pre- 
ſident, not content with having mentioned the above 
articles, goes over ſome of them again. We will fol- 
low him, that we may ſee and feel our obligations to 
be grateful, for the manifold favours with which we 
are indulged by the-great Gop., 


iſt, We are called on, this day, my brethren, to 
render our fincere and hearty thanks, to the Great 
Ruler of Nations, for the manifold and ſignal mercies 
which diſtinguiſh our lot as a nation; particularly for 
the poſſeſſion of conftitutional Government, which unite, 
and by their union, eſtabliſh Liberty with Order,” 


Tre State Confiitutions, together with the Federal 
Conftitution, are to this nation, great and inexpreſſible 
favours, for which all Americans are bound to give 
Gop-tkanks, For ſuch has been the kindueſs of Di- 
vine Providence, to North-America, that no nation, 
language, or tongue of people, have been equally fa- 
vou red with good and wholeſome Conſtitutions of Ci- 
vil Govyernment—Only let thoſe Conſtitutions be pro- 
perly maintained, and Liberty, Peace, Order and 
Wealth, muſt be their inevitable conſequences. We 
cannot therefore appear before God, with-a realizing 
ſenſe of his mercies, angl not be thankful for our-Con- 
ſtitutional Government. 


20. We are reminded, in the Proelamation, uf our 
peace, both foreign aad domeſtic, for which we ought 
* . W+ have already taken notice of that kind of peace, 
both fereign and domeſtic, which America enjoys 
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A SERMON. 11 

— 
and have found, that notwithſtanding it has been in- 
terrupted in the wolt indecent and wanton manner, 


we are undoubtedly under ſaered obligations of grati- 
- tude to the great Gob, for that degree of It, which 


we ſtill enjoy. 


2d. The Preſident calls on us to o render a tribute of 


praiſe and gratitude to the Great Diſpoſer of all e- 
vents, & For the ſeaſonable controul which has been 


given to a ſpirit of diſorder, in the 3 of the 


late inſurrection.“ 


Tuis article 6 been fe notice of aig : pot 
as it is twice mentioned by the Preſident, it may hot 
be amiſs, for us to ſpend a moment or two, in 1 preſſing 


it upon our minds. 


' 


Wnæo can tell what wonld have b che conſe- 
quence, ſhould this inſurrection failed of a check in 
the bud? Had this been our unhappy caſe, it might 
have proved more detrimental to us, than all the Bri- 
tifh ſpoilations than the unjuſt detention 'of theWeſt- 
ern Poſts, and the Indiun war in the bargam. | 


THe expenees of this affair are ſo great, and the 


danger to the nation ſo alarming, that it is hoped that 


the good people of the Union will be forever here- 
after on their guard, againſt unconſtitutional oppoſi- 
tion to exiſting Laws—let thoſe: Laws be attended 
With partial difadvantages or not. 2 


3d. We are urged to be thankful, 6 generally for 
the proſperous courſe of eur affairs, public and pri- 
vate, and at the {ſame time, humbly and fervently to 


| beſecch the kind author of theſe bleſſings, graciouſly 
to prolong them to us.” Gratitude. and prager, gen- 


erally ſpeaking, accompany each other—There is, 


therefore, the greateſt propriety in our Chief Magiſ- 


Trate's calling on the inhabitants of this land, not —_ 


l 
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Ls 175 3 : 


to be thankful for what we have received from 
hand of Gop, but to implore the continuance of 
thoſe favours we have enjoyed in days paſt,  * 


4th. Again, we are to pray that Gop would © im- 
print on our hearts a deep and ſolemn ſenſe of our 
obligations to him, for the favours beſtowed on us. 
Nothing can be more Goſpel - like, than this requeſt; 
therefore nothing can be more our duty on this ſolemn 
r 5+: 


sth. We are intreated to pray, that Gop would be 
pleaſed © to teach us rightly to eſtimate the immenſe 
value“ of the favours which we now enjoy. r. 

WovrD we be rationally thankful for mercies be- 
ſtowed on ug we mult learn their real value—with- 
out an eſtimation of this kind, we ſhall be expoſed to 
the moſt ſhameful and dangerous errors, mortals expe- 
tience. „ %. e $54. 4% » 6k & 4-4. 4 


IHE moſt, ready way to accompliſh this important 
buſineſs, is to compare ourſelves and our circumſtan- 
ces, with thoſe nations and deſcriptions of people whoſe 
civil and religious circumſtances are ſo widely different 
from ours—Who can ſeriouſly refle& on the difference - 
between * e under the galling yoke of civil and 
eccleſiaſtical Tyranny=—and a people fully enjoying all 
the natwrat; civil and religious rights of man without 
fecling that the latter are-under peculiar obligations of. 
gratitude, to the Great Diſpoſer of events lt is good 
for us, frequently to draw the compariſon between 
ourſelves'and the nation df the earth who are ſlaves, 
that we may ſee and be affected with the ſovereign 
and diſtinguiſhing bleſſmgs Heaven has beſtowed on the 
Americans. W . „„ MR oe 


6th. According to the Proclamation, we muſt pray 
that Gop would © preſerve us from the arrogance of; 
Ig: Tn OE 2 8 proſperity, 


A SERMON. 13 
— 
proſperity, and from bazarding the- advantages we 


enjoy, by deluſive purſuits.” 


ARROGANCE and deluſion are evils we Ought moſt 
devoutly to deprecate. Proſperity is attended with 
many unforeſeen evits—and deluſive purſuits with dan- 
gers that lie in ambuſh, ready to ſcize on us in an un · 
guarded hour — therefore we arc to look to him who 
alone is able to guard us from thoſe evils, at all times. 


7th. Wx are in the Proclamation, intreated to call 
on Gop, to © diſpoſe us to merit the continuance 
his favours, by not abuſing them by our gratitude 
for them, and by a correſpondent conduct, as citizens 
and as men.“ A 
Ovr good and beloved Preſident uſes ke word 
merit, in this paragraph, in a ſenſe quite different from 
Chriſtian Divines in general ; who feel, that man- 
kind are ſigners, and of courſe have never earned or 
merited any favour from the hand ofthe Almighty ; 
who feel they have no right to claim a gDον thing 
from the hand of God, on the conſideration that they 
ave merited it. From this view, the Chriſtian has 
ound for gratitude, that the ſelf. xighteous man can 
neither fee nor feel, The Proclamation therefore, 
can rationally mean noching mere, by . meriting the 
continuance of tavours, than conducting ourſelves as 
citizens, and as men, in ſuch a manner, as to promote 
the honeur of Gop, and the general good of mankind, 
o do which, we depend, on the divine aid, as much, 
as to do any thing elſe. Therefore, there is the ut- 
moſt propriety in calling on Gon, our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, to diſpoſe us, as men, to perform all thoſe things 
which are right, and acceptable in his ſight, | 


Ovx entire and abſolute dependence on Go, is the 
only rational ground of prayer: The deſign of which 
I not to perſuade the Supreme Being to alter his pur- 
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14 A SERMON. 


— 
poſes conecrning us; but to prepare us for the re- 
ception and continuation of unmerited and undeferved 
favours: The reception of ſuch favours opens 
the door for unfeigned gratitude to the Father of 
Lights, from whom every good and perfect gift deſ- 
cends. Not unto us not unto us, but unto thy great 
and glorions name, O Gop ! be all the praiſe and 
glory is the language of an humble, praying, thank- 
ful ſoul; and ſuch Rowe all, this day, mould realize 


before Goo. 


8th. Morcover, we are calted on, this day, to be- 
ſcech Gop, © To render this country more and more, 
a"fafe-and propitious a/jlum for the unfortunate of 


other countries.” 


T11s ſentiment breaths the moft difintereſted bene- 
volence towards the unfortunate and wretched among 
other nations, aud is worthy to be preſerved in letters 
of gold: Fogagis à truth, which no man in the ex- 
erciſe of reaſun can deny that the great Gop, in a 
courſe of Divine Providence, has already rendered 
this country a propitious afylum for the unfortunate 


of other countries. The oppreſſed of other nations, 


may fly hither, from the galling chains of civil ant 
eccleſiaſtical tyranny, and enjoy all the rights of man. 
Here they may be furniſhed with all the neceſſaries, 
and many of the delicacies of life. Hęre they may 


breath the air of freedom, uncontaminated with the 
"Breath of tyranny, Here they may enjoy themſelves 
as free citizens of the world, and prepure themfelves 
fora ſtate of more fublime and exalted 

time can afford. 


pleaſures, than 


IT is moreover, devoutly to be withed- that this. 
country might “ be rendered more and more, a ſafe 


and propitious aſylum for the unfortünate of other 


countries.” This will no doubt be.accompliſhed, } 
When ye are frecd from the baneful infſuènce of — 
1 | 


1 


eee 


% N RoW  WY7 ? 


A+. SERMON. 15 

— 
tiſh politics, ſpoliations and injuſtice. When the ex- 
pence, havoc and bloodſhed of the Indian war ſhall 
ceaſe. When virtue ſhall prevail againſt vice, and 
ſpread its ſalutary effects through all clafſes of men. 
When our good and wholeſome laws ſhall be main- 
tained with more vigour, than at preſent they are. 
When the Great Governour of all things ſhall rouſe 
up ſeveral more nations to commence our friends and 
allies, to protect us from the rage of the combined 
deſpots of the earth. 


Fon theſe things therefore, we ought. moſt &. 
yently to pray; for they are given to men in anſwer 
to humble prayer. . 


gth. We are called on to pray Gop © to extend 
among us true and uſeful knowledge.“ It is for the 
intereſt of monarchical and ariſtocratical governments, 
to keep the great body of the people in the moſt pro- 
found ignorance, eſpecially as to political matters : 
= in a republican government, it is directly other- 
wiſe. 

TYRANNY has always been ſupported by ignorance 
in the great maſs of the people, and uſurped power in 
their rulers. While Liberty is ſupported by know- 
ledge and virtue among the people, theſe check the 
lawleſs ſtrides of delegated power, and preſerve the 
people from flavery and wretchedneſs. Therefore, 
as our Government is of a Demoecratical, or Repub- 
lican kind, we cannot even hope to preſerve dew 
deſtruction, without diffuſing true and uſeful knowledge 
among the people in general; and as all events are 
in the hand, and at the diſpoſal of the great IHñO VAN, 
it becomes us on this occaſion, to plead with him, to 


ſucceed and bleſs all the means of Literature, from 


the leaſt to the greateſt; and that uſeful knowledge 
through this, as well as all other nations, might fill the 
earth, as the waters do the ſeas. » | 
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16 A SERMON 
roth. The Proclamation concludes with - recom- 
mending it to us, on this occaſion, to plead withGop, 
eto diffuſe and eſtabliſh habits of Sobriety, Order, 
Morality and Piety ; and finally.to impart, all the 
bleſſings we poſſeſs or aſk for ourſelves, to the whole 
family of mankind.” | : Fe 
THAT habits of ſobriety, order, morality and piety, 
are the fruits and effects of the Divine influence, all 
muſt allow; and the propriety of praying to Gop, to 
diffuſe and eſtabliſh them, through the whole carth, 
muſt be apparent to every perſon of reflection. That 
we ſhould love dur heighboũr as ourſelves, and plead 
with the great Jenovan; to impart to the whole fa- 
mily of mankind, the ſame favours he has beſtowed 
on us, perfectly accords with the moſt diſintereſted be- 
nevolence, and is a duty incumbent on us, on this 
great and important occaſion. | 1 
Tuus, my brethren, we have taken notice of all 
thoſe things mentioned in theProclamation, for which 
we ought to be thankful—and for which we ought to 
Pray. x | 3 
Wr will now notice ſeveral other things, which on 
this occaſion, ought not to be paſſed over in filence; 
1ſt, We ought to be thankfubfor the glorious Goſ- 
pel of our Lord and Saviour, JESUS CHAT. How 
this came to be neglected in the Proclamation, is a 
cixcumſtance not only wonderful, but truly mortifying 
to the friends of Chxiſtianity: For it is, without ex- 
ception, the greateſt favour ever beſtowed on the chil. 
dren of men; and therefore, on occaſions like the 
preſent, {ſhould not be paſſed over in filence. - 
Many have beth the attempts of the erſemtes of 
Chriſttamty; to ovefthrow this glorious ſyſtem of re- 
ligious knowledge; but Gop ha? overthrown all the 
artillery of carth and hell, which has been pointed a- 
Fainſt it, and conſequently is worthy of a tribute of 
praiſe, for this unmerited goodneſs, wy 
, F 2 
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ad. We ought to be thankful for that general ſtate 
bf health, which has been realized the year paſt in 
this country: Gop has ſpared from the all-powertul 
influence of dilead es, our great and beloved PRESIDENT, 
the Chief Magiſtrate of America, together with ma- 
ny other influencial characters, as well as the people 
in general; for which we ought to be thankful : Yea, 
ſuch has been the overflowing goodneſs of Almighty 
Go to North-America, the year paſt, that no epidem- 
ical diſcaſes have prevailed through our villages, towns 
and cities. T a arty 5 8 
zd. We ought to be thankful tor that ſpirit of ſo- 
ber and deliberate friendſhip to the rights of mankind, 
which has prevailed throughout the United States, 
PzR80Ns of this character have made their appeatz 
ance in villages, towns, cities, General Aſſemblies, 


and what is of very great importance; in Congreſs 


So that it is exceedingly evident; that the ſpirit of true 
Americans is. not fled, or left us ia theſe days of car- 
ruption | 
Tux Liberty of the Preſc—the privilege of ſpeakin 

writing 441 500 iſhing = ſentialedts 8 — — and 
politics, are circ ces of too much importance to 
a free people, to be paſſed over, on ſueh an occaſion 
as this; without a cribir 


it a tribute of praiſe to the great Gop. 
_ And here I ſhould injure my own feelings, as well 
as the feelings of many of my fellow-citizens, were I 
to paſs in ſilence, that noble exertion'in favour of Li- 


' berty, which has been wed: by the ſeveral democratic 


aſſociations, or Schools of political Tnewledge, which have 
been created for the expreſs purpoſe. of inveſtigating 
the nature of a Republican Government, and publiſhing 
their ſentiments to their fellow-men. 


_ Powze, honour, popularity, and even Hell itſelf, 
have been ranſacked in vain, for language and malice 
to blaſt cheſe aſſociations. 2 they ſtand r* un- 


— 2 


and: 
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2 — 
ſhaken — of the State and Folceal Cnlttaios 
and cannot fall, unleſs the Conſtitutions. themiclyes 
fallowhich will never:take placc, till the all-graſping 
arm of Fyranny, ſhall n en from e 

py climes. | 

However, theſe; as wall as all other aſſoriatines 

of men, ould feel theinſelves under the controul -of 
Law and Reaſon: Se far às this Ras been the caſe, 
they: have anſwered moſt exeelſent purpoſes in Ame- 
rica, in the time of the late war, and fince : In Frauen, 
the preſent kaberty: of that great and mighty Repub- 
lic, is greatly owiug to aſſocliations of this kind; and 
that they have done harm in the Weſtern part of 
Pennſylvania, is a matter by no means evident wit · 
neſs. the diſputes in. Congreſs. 


Tusuzroxs all the true Sons of. Liberty, . 
naturally led, to ſay unto all the Democratic Societies 
both in France and America, HzauTat® — — 
Ath. We ought on this occaſiouę to ſuout forth the 
praiſes of the Gop of Armies / who hath ſuceectisd 
our great and magnanimous Allies the FRENCH NA- 
TION, in their defence of the Rights of Man, againſt. 


the odious band of .:the:combined deſpgts in Eb 
Surely he hath Fought their” bat ties, and eres el 


their ænterpries. Their ſucceſs, in 3 ſenſe i is Ou A 


Heir Rights and Iaberties being, once, ſecured, oux's, 
courle, muſt be in the ſame ſituation : ar not 

can, be more evident, than that the enemies £0 Tiperty 
in. Lu urope, are enemies to Libert in Amer! Ca. Thad: 
the European combinations zel the Rig! Hts of Man 
ſaccceded in their, attempts, to reduce Tee to 5 
ancient ſtate of oppreſſion and vaffalage—thelr Intiply 
ous and reſtleſs * ects would have never been quiet, 
wile a ray of Libert y beamed in this new World. © Sf 


"Tas fight. of 2 nation of freemeh ; their ſuperior . 

happineſs, ſplendar and glory, would be to them, hike. 

hful conſcience to a vicious man. Tt wottld Paint 

their tyrannical characters, in their true, but blackeſt 
colours ; 


mortals to endure- 
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colours; it would fill their han ſouls with ſenſa- 
tfons too painfuł for even Fyranty at and Wee ey: 

No event in the courſe of Divine Prowideste, ex- 
cept the cnhoyment of the Gaſpel, can be eſtimated 
more highly, or rationally demand more gratitude from 
an American, U than the late ſi6cefs of the pd na- 
tlon. 

_ Tas being the caſe; we are aſtoniſhed! dat our 

ind beloved Preſident that Sun of Liberty 

the beams of wWhoſe glorious character, have reached 
the moſt diſtant nations on earth, ſhould paſs it over, 
in ſilence, in àn inſtrument like che eine * 


a, National Thankſgiving. 


How can we, my brethren, forget the kindneß and 

oſity of the French nation to us, when Great- 
Britain was exerting every nerve, to deſtroy our trea- 
fure ; ſpill our choiceſt blood, and reduce this, now 
happy land of. Liberty to a ſtate of the moſt abject a- 
very.—Did they not fly to arms—Did they not open 
their treaſures, and adminiſter, to our wants in that 
critical” period ? 


AND ſhall not we feel for this 2 LI 
a ſight of Li Fly in America, have.been led to ſcek 
the fame bl for themſelves? Gop forbid ! 
Let us be tink ul for their ſucceſſes, and pray to AL- 
N Gop, that they may be continued, until Ci- 
and Eccleſiaſtical Tyran ſhalt be bound in the 


chains of Juſtice, and like the firſt, the father of all 


Tyrants, be confined, till a world of Wives all be. 
come a world of Freemen 21/51 


We will ngw mention feveraFthiggs' bot leger 
ou ght, on this occaſion, to pray, what have not been 'Y 
cimmerated | in the Proclamation. - 


1ſt; We ought to pray that Gon would inſpire our 
rulers with wildom and underſtanding, to know and do 
their duty ; that he would ax them from a ſpirit 


of 
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ride—ſclfiſhneſs and domination, and make them 
Nurfog fathers to this infant nation. 


2d. We ought to pray that Gop would pour out 
his holy and gracious ſpirit, and revive real religion, in 
this our day and generation: For the happineſs of 
this land depends more upon this, than we may be. 
aware. What would this nation be, ſhould Gon 
withhold his gracious ſpirit from us? 


zd. That he would bleſs the Miniſters of the Goſ⸗ 
pel, and make them the happy. inſtruments of great 
and uniyerſal good to mankind. 


4th. That he would raiſe up and qualify men to fill 
the moſt important ſtations, both in Church and State, 
which by death muſt be ſoon vacated. 


sth. That Liberty and Religion may ſoon ſpread 
over the whole earth, and the world be filled with the 
knowledge 2 and glory of the Lok p. 


TruiRD. The third general head of this Diſcourſe, 
was to point out the mode in which we are this day to 
offer thanks to Almighty God ; and in which we are 
to ſupplicate the Throne of Grace, for thoſe things 
which we need. 


iſt. Our thanks for all things, muſt he rendered to 
Gov and the Father, i in the name of our Lord Jas 
Curtsr. The reaſon of this is, becauſe every 
beſtowed on mankind, is the purchaſe of the blood 
of Jzsus CHRIST. 


2d. All our. requeſts, for mercies of any kind, from _ 
the hand of Gop, muſt be likewiſe in the name of the 
great Mediator between Gop and Man. The reaſon 
for this is, becauſe 7z5vs Caxz:s7, our Log, is the 
only medium through which Gop can conſiſtent] dy beſ-.. 
tow mercies an us, or we requeſt favours at his hand 
To leave CR is therefore out of the account, in 5 
important a matter, as a National Thankſgiving, muſt * 


& 
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0 ” — 
be an unpardonable neglect; for he is our creator, 
preſerver, benefactor and redeemer, and therefore we 
are bound to do all in his name. 


Wr now paſs to make ſome improvement of this 
ſubject. | | 

1ſt. From what we have heard, we may learn, that 
the Divine Government is univerſal and perfect 
otherwiſe there would be no propriety in our giving 
thanks to Gop and the Far HER, in the name of our 
Lord Jzsus Cnx1sr, for all things. This circum- 
ſtance will adminiſter great conſolation to every good 
man. It is not in the power of earth ox hell to touch 
or harm us, aſide from the divine permiſſion. 


Tus beſt intereſt of the good man, is the object of 
the Supreme Being's affection, and will be inevitably 
purſued to the cloſe of all the great affairs of this 
tranſitory world. The enemies of the good man, will 
be dealt with according to their rewards—and will 
receive the puniſhment they deferve. The gocd 
man's Gop will finally be glorified-and the higheſt 
happineſs of the general ſyſtem be ſecured ; while all 
the enemics of the general good, ſhall be cloathed 
with ſhame and diſgrace. O! how glorious are the 
proſpects of thoſe, who live in a ſtate of friendſhip to 
God and man ! 3 


2d. From what we have heard, we may learn the 
truly important character of Jeſus Chriſt. 


For if we are to give thanks to Gop and the Fa- 
THER in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for all 
things, then all our good things flow tg us, through. 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; and we are in a certain 
tenſe, indebted to him for them all: To. paſs Chriſt 
over, therefore, in giving thanks to Gop, or in ſup- 
plicating the Throne of his Grace, is an exprefion of 
he greateſt ingratitude ; and what we on ſuch an occa- 
on as the preſent, ſhould by no means do. 


Tr 
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bn is a fact, my brethren, that in Chriſt, we live, 
move and have our being. 


zd. From what has been ſaid, we may examine 
ourſcives, whether we are truly thankful, or not. 


Ove Chief Magiſtrate has called on us to be.thank- 
ſul-to.Gop, for many things: Do not our conſciences 
join with him in this call ?—Does nt the word of 
God inforce this recommendation ?—Yea, do no the 
reaſon and nature of things all conſpire to inforce this 
great and important duty ?—We think they do: 
The queſtion then is, are we really thankful ? 


We have come up hither this day—we have pre- 
ſented ourſelves all before the Lord ; and has it not 
been to offer a tribute of praiſe to the great Gop, 
tor his many favours — Are we fincere or are we 
not ?—0O ! my hearers, ſearch and ſee ! For that God 
with whom we have to do, cannot be deceived—and 
will not be mocked. Better had you not put on the 
appcarance of gratitude, than to have put it on, if 
your hearts are not in this matter: For God hates an 
bypocriticel heart. | 

LeT us examine, whether we feel ourfelves nnwor- 
thy of the leaſt of all the mercies of God, or not.— 
Whether we heartily feel our entire and abſolute de- 
pendence on God; or are filled with ſelf-important 
and ſelf. ſufficient views of mind. Whether we are 
diſpoſed to improve all the good things God has be- 
ſtowed npon on us, to his honour and glory, or nat. 


Ir ve do not find theſe things in ourſelves, have we 
not acted a moſt prepoſterous part this day, in pre- 
tending to give thanks to the great God ? 

4th. To cloſe the fabject. Let me perſuade 
Fon, to perform rhe duties of this day, on the day 
appointed for them. 


Let us give thanks to Gop and the Farrex for all 
things, in the name of our Lord Jefus Chriſt. 
Nothing 
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Norm can be more amiable in a dependent ra- 
tional being, than unfeigned gratitude to the Great 
Fountain of all being and all good. 


Acain, let us be perſuaded to pray for the conti- 
nuation of thoſe good things which we now enjoy: 
Theſe are of a ſpiritual and temporal nature, and ought 
to lie with weight on our minds: O! let us not for- 
get them, before God the Great Giver of every good 
and perfect gift: But cry unto him night and day, 
that he would be pleaſed to ſpare us from that deſtruc- 
tion we deſerve. | 


Lr our hearts be expanded with the moſt heaven- 
ly benevolence ;—Let the higheſt diſplay of the glory 
of God; the greateſt good of the nation—together 
with the higheſt happineſs of the whole family of 
Adam, be the great object of our deſires at the Throne 
of Grace. 


Mr Brethren —— Remember, in your requeſts be- 
fore Gov, the Chief Magiſtrate of theſe UnitedStates, 
together with all other civil officers under him. For- 
get not the Miniſters of the Goſpel, vf all denomina- 
tions nor the Churches of his Grace—ner the orft- 
powering of the ſpirit of God, on all fleſn nor our 
French Allies. 


Fox or not to cry for a world that lies in fin and 
wickednefs ;—Oh ! plead with the Great Diſpoſer of 
all events, that all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny 
may be deſtroyed from the carth—that Satan's king- 
dom may be ruined, and CHRIS Hs kingdom built up 
on its ruins—that Gop's antient people, the Jews, 
might be brought to the knowledge God that the 
heathen might be given to his Son, and the uttermoſt 


4 parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion that every heart 


might glow with love, and every tongue might ſpeak 
forth the praiſes of the Moſt High, from the riſing to 
the ſetting Sun; Which may God grant, for his dear 


Son's fake, | 
A M E N. 
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